#== CAN WE KEEP UP?

| EEmc INCREASE IN URBAN DOMESTIC WATER USE BY 2030
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RICK QUESTION:

a
Aerial perspective

Occlusion (also referred to as int
Curvilinear perspective

Texture gradient

on

Lighting and shading

Elevation
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Binocular cues
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The Colorado River and its rributaries are the main
source of water for the southwestern United States. Except
in high flood stages, not a drop of water reaches the

river’s mouth at the Gulf of California.

This has left the Colorado River Delta,
a major desert wetland and estuary
ecosystem, high and dry. The Delta lacks
essential water supply and is hurt by loss
of sediment deposits. Several endangered
and native species are threatened, along
with fisheries and migratory
bird habitar. In the long run,
the livelihood of people
throughout the Colorado Basin
will be affected by the rising
need and dwindling supply

of water.

Today's situarion is a
product of both
environmental factors

and human use.

The vast majority of the Colorado’s water comes
from snowmelt in the Rocky Mountains. It runs
through desert and semiarid land with some of
the lowest precipitation and highest evaporation
rates in the country. When water evaporates, it
may not quickly return to the river basin—if ever.
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The Colorado River and its tributaries are the main
source of water for the southwestern United States. Except
in high flood stages, not a drop of water reaches the

river's mouth at the Gulf of California.

This river once flowed to the sea...
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Irrigation

Agricultural irrigation is the single greatest

consumer of Colorado River water, accounting for

roughly 80% of its flow. The USBR estimates that

the Colorado irrigates nearly 4 million acres of

farms in the USA and 500,000 acres in Mexico.

This has left the Colorado River Delta,
a major desert wetland and estuary
ecosystem, high and dry. The Delta lacks
essential water supply and is hurt by loss
of sediment deposits. Several endangered
and native species are threatened, along
with fisheries and migratory
bird habitat. In the long run,
the livelihood of people
throughout the Colorado Basin
will be affected by the rising
need and dwindling supply

of water.

Today's situation is a
product of both
environmental factors
and human use.

The vast majority of the Colorado’s water comes
from snowmelt in the Rocky Mountains. It runs
through desert and semiarid land with some of
the lowest precipitation and highest evaporation
rates in the country. When water evaporates, it
may not quickly return to the river basin—if ever.

Population growth

Urban water uses draw on
the Colorado River as well.
In 2010, total population of

the three largest cities in Morelos
the Colorado Basin 40 Diversion Dam,
reached 14.4 times Average An nual represented by on
their cumulative £ the central map, is

; Mok A precip. 30 Precipitation 1961-1990 near the US/Mexico

barder and is where
Mexico diverts its alotted
water: 1.5 billion acre-ft
per year, plus almost

all surplus.

(inches)

Distance from headwaters

Headwaters, Northern International Border,
Colorado California/Arizona/Mexico
Irrigation
Agricultural irrigation is the single greatest
consumer of Colorado River water, accounting for
roughly 80% of its flow. The USBR estimates that
the Colorado irrigates nearly 4 million acres of
farms in the USA and 500,000 acres in Mexico.
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Population growth
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Urban water uses draw on

the Colorado River as well.

In 2010, total population of
the three largest cities in
the Colorado Basin
reached 14.4 times
their cumulative
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A Hope for Restoration
Floods in the 1980s sparked a vibrant renewal of the delta
ecosystem. Conservationists view thisasa sign of the ecosystem’s
resilience: the delta can come back... if given the water it needs.
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